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When Insanity Holds tfie&cepter 


By Russel V. Lee 


Craziness occurs in kings. Psychotic 

* emperors presidents, prime ministers 

* and dictators have left their smudged 
| marks on every page of history. Some 

rule today. An inquiry in depth into 

- the role of madness in human affairs 

- would provide a fascinating field to 
be t ullivaled by a team of historians 

: and psychiatrists. The harvest of bi- 
zarre event s wrought by deranged 
; (leaders would be a rich one. 

This ir not surprising, for 5 per cent 
tof all men are mad By simple stetis- 

- lical probability some of these men 
■ ,will achieve power. Indeed, this likeli- 
hood exceeds probability for a number 

| of reasons. In a dynastic regime t*n- 
, denci 's to aberration, which are often 
4 genetically linked, are passed on to the 
( heir-aj m? nt, often exaggerated by 
inbnxJuig 

In n democratic regime the very 
IqualUirv of egocentricity and mega- 

* tlonunu* characteristic of maiiy psy* 

* chosen »re precisely those that lead 
1 Inif'n lu aspire vo high office. In fact, 

1 there are those who say that the very 
I fact of aspiration to high office is ipso 
facto proof of mental derangamert. f. 

- would not go so far. 

In 'nu* time we have seen one of 

the h-oiit highly developed and intel- 
lectual nroplc* of nil t' me completely 
j&ufcjeeted to ti e absolnt© l»ower ’of a 

I Nxtbook ]>arunciac — Aik kpb Hitler. 
Such phenomena, alas feu fnaflktad, 
, Hend to be recurrent. 

In the days gone by such cecur- 
• retires, while deplorable, wrr Uih.T 4 
able. Sometimes they rate amusing 
enough to add to he nation s gaiety, 
, as in L!ie case >f mad King Ludwig \ 
* of Bavaria, or Faroiik, the lest ruler 
of Egypt. To Iv .me. ttu demented 
George III lost the Brbiih crown ttf 
brightest jewel, and a little later the 
l - diminutive, strutting paranoiac, Napo 
1 Icon Bonaparte, bathed all Europe in 


blood and left the flower of France 
to perish in the snows of Russia. 

The events of the terrible twentieth 
century, which led up to this awesome 
denouement, provide the best exam- 
ples of the power of madmen to abolish 
rational behavior. The century opened 
on an optimistic and complacent world 
—a world that* believed in progress, 
a world that believed that with the 
application of the great scientific din 
eoveries and the spread c liberal 
democracy In time all would he veM. 
We knew, of course, that there wore 
a few despotisms h’:e Ru sia. ; .m f w* 
believed this would change. were 
practical. We talked peace a *<1 p ■ . ned 


of Flanders with genetic effects on 
the stock of both countries that are 
all too apparent today. 

The Peace of Versailles, which could 
have ushered in the brave new world, 
was a travesty. K was the product 
of strange men, none nf wi mi was 
strictly normal or psychologically sta- 
ble. The chief character, of course, was 
Woodrow Wilson — one of the tragic 
figures i>f history. His was die most 
brilliant brain that had ever occupied 
the Presidency, with a popularity in 
1 urope never approached by air 
American before or since, m a pcs; 
tioi* v here he could h eve brought 
thoui? lo a war-sick world. 


ours- Ives to the teetJL But with.*) we A But he wad not mentally y «d. Hr 
W€*e stupid— stupid enough to tolerate I had had a number oi "littie si *( <0$ h 
madmen in positions Vdowt. »hev t his hne mind was shattered; bis iudg- 
brought us to thz brink 6f destrucUon. i d’en* and he w*' ur ? sv/&re 

Kaiser Wilhelm li was the first This # o r the change. He went on with his 
unfortunate birth-maimed, mother ,d.He‘se to complete desueliidf nil, 


1 


virtue of gross fraud on die oari 
ul his second wife, Edith, and his 
occup'od the Pre&tttenc' fm 
pin moir hs of total Incapacity 
lie thers w«-ie abnormal *1 
ferssr * i*ys. Georges ClemeiKisa*’, trie 
T’ger c Fp^lcc, wr?s indeed a rig’*’ 
psychologically, devoid o m?»r< y, ir.- 
m*f of fcn.r -yht, s&vsga to.verv! '■* 
theories, fir p&haf^ fur w**:. 

* let iy it a*.* peacecr tl *r. K 
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lulling. vair. insecure s-fmtdn^ ridk«'- 
lous adult* adalest-v* r-ded G rmanj- - 
Germany with fto magnu icout tc-:r 
uolog 1r , its snpefhiy U^kuid 11 

played with it h hoy does rdll 

lead soldiers. ;’ven hr* r&y:^ 

nlzed that he war: not a norm? m* 3 i> 
but they did nothin. 

V'hen the events » Sfct&fev-tf* 
pUce thes Kaiser weg V3 

stop tihe avalaa&bfc -tew-xd 
are, of course, sasny ^ 

to wlv World Wa! 1 bfcs# 3 f,, 
word not hr** ^- 5 « IT ~ 

o f bar; bt- 1 • <*v m^l it 

have been pn^ent- 3 d if -b* ^ 

.. r.l>^ hubs! as had bi? u 

Mcfaolss H Tiifiig: ,-f 

in Intellectual by. m> xwua* 
nsM 1 by his wtee, / •'od.m. Tr- 

fhv 'Jl'iY*: ar ite trie n-*:: 
tUsp'itb. ^0, by i^schauce t .-e 
hr»d U •* irv|>oi»iyuiia< M itaises unc h* 
rifted Tzar > u two fttt 
jH»wr-?fiil posltfcma Ip the kmsid Gv? 1 he k not 
tesuh was hi* 1 senst l^^5 World V/c»r i 1 ;cally, b*tt hr- csr'euily 1 <> " a 
— a v, .17 ir . h»V|i the b ; t v o*t flk* tnsri f r* cnt^lh,' 


•ift fteM by his son’s vt- - 

wrA h : y #. ivai Jr. tepd «4isr.d ’ •/’ ’ ' • 

wat 21 nothing, ’(!?. 

:.ctt 0:1-2 of whom 'K?-- m$ : -xPy 

: fo 1 ' 


the man of steel and ruthless slayer 
of millions of his own people; com- 
pletely devoid of scruple of any kind, 
he was a sociopath, a moral imbecile, 
and in complete control of Russia. 

Hitler could well have been used 
In th^ medical school classroom as a 
classic example of paranoia. Alas for 
the world he achieved a wider stage. 
He httfi profound egocentricity, delu 
sions of persecution (the Jews; com- 
binc.d with considerable sagacity — all 
characteristic of the paranoid state. 
We all knew he was abnormal. We 
fidieuled him, ;\nd he all but did us 
in. Fr. <Ke had a series of alcoholic 
5>r*m r ters during the interlude. 

•?' r e v*ide?ipnfad discussion of 

hi: problem h* doctors, psychiatrists 

str. prill lr?»l Hr.rj. jg^ ’doctor? 5 occupy 

\ speci'd posilioi. % ‘osition of pviv- 
;>cgcd :Mmmuricatinn nvA maintenance 
of c> n\ tM rcticem $ about the pa- 
n at condition num?, be abrogated 

{/ *ho ptiric ji /*> v,v e ?/ rsident, a 
C-- -••r.c, «;» »r porta ;>t judge, or 

• p robli- n kca! 

2 -in'iitf ”V‘Se public harm. T .* 

c ri ■ rifFwdrfa 

h r. cecn «ffecle1 t 'he 

*. *• Li“ ;./»*‘>riT T i C 3 t<L" oHiC.ill! 

o. t’ri court luietl hudy to 

* : K* - 1 ! < >r?r anon, 

Altaic 1 'ft ‘tils should hr i*r 
t • j:. v 1 p iy.iical examination 
f’ s ccmprchen: !*'.’. * 






k: 


:h i ♦* * 






k.4 1 


H 5 *: 




a 


Iji tiir cnr-c 


- f 


torv to - one* 


b he ir eri i 'e 4 r--v •* •• 

krgely mated by ^ 
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